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4. Sittings at night; that is, after
7.30 pm., be on each of these
days as required.

5. Private members’ business to
have priority over Government
business—apart from questions
and formal husiness—from 2.15
pm. to 6.15 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Mr Jamieson: You might also let mem-
bers know that there shall be no sittings
during the week the Constitutional Con-
vention is held.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 thank the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition for re-
minding me of that. The other week that
Parliament will not be in session will be
the week commenhcing Monday, the 4th
November, when 12 members of the Par-
liament will be in Adelaide for the Con-
stitutional Convention. Therefore that
will take another week out of our sitting
times. However, as the session continues
and we see how the Budget debate preo-
gresses, we cah concede how the sitting
times can be varied without placing any
undue pressure on members at the end
of the session.

House adjourned at 11.06 p.m.

- Hegislative Cmmril

Thursday, the 19th September, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F. Grif-
fith) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (3): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Show Week

The Hon. R. THOMPSON, to the
Minister for Justice:
What are the arrangements for
the sitting of the House for Show
Week, which is next week?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

I thank the Leader of the Oppo-
sition for having given me notice
of the question. I am able to in-
form the House that, as is cus-
tomary, it is the intention that
the House will not sit during
Show Week, Therefore it is my
intention at the conclusion of
business today to move that the
House do rise until the following
Tuesday which will be the 1st
October. Members are probably
aware that arrangements have
been made in another place re-
garding sittings after Show Week.
However, for at least the first
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week after Show Week our sit-
tings will remain as normal. In
the light of experience during that
week we will make further ar-
rangements but, if any alteration
of sitting times is found to be
necessary, I hope to be able to
give members at least a week's
notice of such alteration.

TAKARI SCHOOL

Members of Parliament at Opening

The Hon, R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Education;

L

2

(3)

Was an official opening held of
the resource centre and canteen
at the Takari Primary School,
Hamersley?

If so, is the Minister aware that
an invitation was not extended to
me as the representative of the
area?

Will the Minister ensure that local
members are invited to any future
official openings for such build-
ings?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1)

(&3]
(3}

Yes, there was an opening. It
was arrahged by the local head-
master as 1 reecall, and I received
an invitation to perform the open-
ing ceremony for the resource
centre and the local mayor, I
think it was, performed the open-
Ing ceremony for the canteen.
No.

Yes, I will issue g general instrue-
tion that when any such function
is held, all local members are
invited. I thought it was normal
procedure anyway.

TOWN PLANNING
Subiaco Development

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Education:

Following the comments regard-
ing lot 160, Onslow Road, Sublaco,
the Minister indicated he would
forward them to the Subiaco
councll for comment. Would he
advise whether that was done and
whether a reply has been received?

‘The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

I sent the speech of the honour-
able member to the Minister in-
volved (Mr Ruhston). It was then
sent to the Clty of Sublaco. I have
not been around for the last week,
a5 members may know, and I am
net aware whether a reply has
been recelved. Today 1s my first
day back on the job and naturally
I have not been able to catch up
with everything, I thought T had
sent a memo to the honcurable
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member informing him of the
action I have taken, and I had an
ldea I asked the City of Subiaco
to contact Mr Claughton direct:
hut I may be incorrect in that
bellef, T will follow the matter up
in the next day or so and let the
honourable member know.

QUESTIONS (15): ON NOTICE
LAW ENFORCEMENT
Federal Policy

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the

Minister for Justice:

(1) Has the Minister determined why
the Federal Government has taken
different attitudes to the breaking
of Australian laws depending on
whether the law breaker is
Taiwanese or Indonesian?

(2) Has the Minister determined from
Federal authorities if they would
take the same attitude or action
if Indonesians were using, instead
of North Western Australia, the
shores of Victoria and New South
Wales, in such a manner as to
risk the ecollapse of the major
industries within those States?

The Hon. N. McNEILL: replied:
{1) No.
(2) No.

GUILDFORD SCHOOL
Renovations

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Min-

ister for Education:

(1) Will the Minister advise whether
the Government intends to
proceed with the plans of the
previous Government to renovate
the old buildings at the Guildford
Primary School, in addition to the
extensions being financed with
Commonwealth funds?

(2) If the answer is “No" will he
provide the reason?

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) Repairs and renovations have
been listed in the 1974-75 Esti-
mates.

(2) Not applicable.

FORRESTFIELD SCHOOL
Additions

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the

Minister for Education:

(1) (a) Have tenders been called for
additions to the Forrestfield
primary school;

(b) if not, when will they be
called?

(2) What form will the additions

take?

[COUNCIL.])

(3} What is the estimated cost?

(4) When is it anticipated that the
additions will be completed and
ready for use?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) (a) No.

(b) Late October or early Novem-
her.

(2) A six-roomed -cluster, including
tollets, plus a dental therapy unit.

(3) $215 000.

(4) During the latter part of first term
next year.

DRAINAGE
Maddington

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS, to the

Minister for Justice:
Further to my questions on Thurs-
day, the 12th September, and
Tuesday, the 17th September,
1974, in regard to the fencing of
the Helm Street drain adjacent
to Westfield Street, Maddington,
would the Minister advise—

(1> What is the total contract
price for the job?

(2) What does the Minister mean
by his answer that the con-
tract is virtually complete?

(3) Are any difficulties being
experienced in completing all
of the fence due to disapree-
ments with residents adjacent
to the drain?

(4) If the answer to (3) is “Yes”
would the Minister give com-
plete details as to the reasons?

(5) Will he lay on the Table of
the House a copy of all the
conditions appertaining to the
contract?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) Approximately $3900 (this is
Schedule of Rates Contract, and
final cost depends on actual work
done).

(2) When the previous question was
asked on 12th September there
was approximately 200 feet of
fencing {o complete.

{3) Yes, but all of these have now
been rescived.

(4) Problems arose due ta fllling
material on private land extend-
ing into the drain reserve.

(5) With permission, contract details
are tabled.

The document was labled (see paper
No. 29).
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DRUG RUNNING
North-West

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS, to the

Minister for Health:

(1) What action was taken by the
State Government, through the
Federal Government, to investigate
the possibility of drug running by
air into the north from Indonesia
after the Press report in the
Sunday Independenit on the 11th
May, 1969?

(2) If one ajreraft can use the Truscott
airstrip, which is only 300 miles
from Indonesia, could others use
it for drug running regardless of
what the Commonwealth authori-
ties say about the alrstrip's ser-
viceability ?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1Y On receipt of any information by
the drug squad suggesting involve-
ment by aircraft landing in
Australia the appropriate Com-
monwealth authority is contacted
and full co-operation given in the
investigation of any such report.

(2) It is possible for a competent
person to land an afreraft in
many places in the north-west
and this includes the 'Truscott
airstrip.

TV-RADIO LICENSES
Federal Budget Proposal

The Hon, J. C. TOZER, to the Min-
ister for Justice:

In view of the Federal Budget
provision that television llcense
fees are no longer to be paid, with
the result that all Australian wage
and salary earners will pay for the
cost of running the Australian
Broadcasting Commission by way
of income taxation, would the
Premijer request the Prime Min-
ister to allow a cash rebate of at
least $20 to taxpayers who live in
areas where television reception
is not available, thus ensuring that
the 3% of the population who do
nat have access to television are
not called on to help to pay for
the service provided for the 97%?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

The revenues of both the Com-
monwealth and State Govern-
ments are used to support a variety
of free and subsidised services,
which are not necessarily avail-
able to every taxpayer, and it
would not be practical to admin-
ister a scheme of cash payments
to those persons who, for one
reason or another, are not in the
position to avail themselves of
those services.

7.
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GOATS AND POULTRY
Infectious Diseases

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS, to the
Minister for Justice:

(1) Can goats or poultry carry
following diseases—

(a) foot and mouth disease;
(k) rabies; or
{c) blue tongue?

(2) If these diseases were introduced
to the cattle in the Kimberley,
would the disease affect the sale
of beef which is the major indus-
try in the region?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) (a) Goats—yes.

Pouliry—no.

(b} Goats—yes.
Poultry—extremely unlikely.

(c) Goats—yes.

Poultry—no.

(2) In the case of foot and mouth
disease—yes.
In the case of blue tongue, and to
a lesser extent rabies, there would
be some disruption due to restric-
tions on the movement of live
animals.

the

EAST MADDINGTON SCHOOL

New Buildings

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN, to the
Minister for Education:

Wil the Minister give an assur-
ance that the children of the East
Maddington School now unsatis-
factorily accommodated in tem-
porary buildings in the grounds
of Maddington School, will be able
to occupy the new school build-
ings by the commencement of (he
first term in 1975%

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

It is expected that the first cluster
will be completed during January,
Tenders have been called for the
second cluster.

RIVERS AND ESTUARIES
Legisiation

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Min-
ister for Education:

Will the Minister advise whether
the Government intends fo re-
introduce the Rivers and Estuaries
(Congervation and Management)
Bill introduced by the Tonkin
Government in 1973, but not
proceeded with due to insufficient
tg’me‘s or introduce similar legisia-
ion?
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10.

11.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
This proposed legislation is cur-
rently under review and it is in-
tended to take the matter to
Cabinet at an early date,

GOATS AND POULTRY
Introduction by Indonesian Vessels

The Hon. W, R. WITHERS, to the
Minister for Education:

Has the Minister received an
official denial from the Indonesian
Government, through the Com-
monweglth Government, that In-
donesian craft have not carried
goats or pouliry into the EKim-
berley region of Western Aus-
tralia?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
No.

HOUSING
Sale. Price: Policy

The Hon. J. ¢, TOZER, to the Min-
ister for Justice:

(1) Is it the established policy of the
State Housing Commission to
sell properties—a house on a
normal residential allotment—at
the current market value rather
than a figure determined by ad-
ding cost of erection to the cost
of land including reasonable ser-
vicing costs and a nominal loading
for administrative charges?

If this is so, and appreciation in
value has oceurred, can the Com-
mission justify such profit-making
at the expense of a tenant who
may have been paying renht aver
an extended period but who has
not entered into a purchase agree-
ment at an earlier date?

Does the Public Works Depart-
ment adopt a similar policy in
respect of houses that it hag
erected and rented to farmers in
Kununurra, and again, is such
policy regarded as equitable?
The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) The policy in regard to sales of
properties to tenants in occupa-
tion is—

(a) cost of dwelling plus land at
value where the tenant opts
to purchase within the first
12 months of erection of the
property;
dwelling and land at cost or
value, whichever is higher,
where the option is made after
the first 12 months.

This policy is relative to rental

properties provided wunder the

1945 and 1956 Commonwealth-

State Housing Agreements.

2)

&))]

(b)

12,

13.

[COUNCIL.)

(2) All ingoing tenants arve advised of
the conditions of sale at the time
of allocation of a property on a
rental basis. That proportion of
the rent paid which represents
repayment of capital on the loan
raised to build the house and
which has been pald by the
flqnant/purchaser ts credited to
im.

(3) The Public Works Department

policy in regard to sale of houses
at Kununurra is that they can be
purchased at ecurrent valuation.
Such policy is regarded as being
equitable.
If the total cost to the depart-
ment; ie. capital outlay, reason-
able servicing cost and annual
deficiency, were to be included, a
much higher selling price would
have to be adopted.

FISHERIES
Coastal Patrols

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS, to the
Minister for Health:

Further to the reply to my ques-
tion on the 17th September, 1974,
concerning Indonesian  fisher-
men—

(1) Has the Minister been in-
formed by the Commonwealth
Government that the four
Indonesians carrving the
cards were definitely not mi-
litary personnel?

(2) Are Indonesian military iden-
tification cards issued an-
nually, or are they similar to
other identification docu-
ments which last for five years
ar more?

Is it possible that the four
military identification cards
found on Indonesian fisher-
men ate still current regard-
less of the issue date?

The Hon. N, E. BAXTER replied:

(1) No.

{2) Not known,

{3) Not known.

3

SUGAR PRODUCTION
Kununurra

The Hon. J. C. TOZER, to the Min-
ister for Justice:
Further to the reply to question
1 on the 12th September, 1974,
regarding sugar growing in the
Ord irrigation area, would the
Minister now advise—
(1) The approximale date upon
which the report on the
“iong term future of sugar
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growing” at Kununurra is
expected to be in the hands
of the Government?

(2) Whether the GGovernment,
with the knowledge that cur-
rent agricultural economic
problems of the Ord River
project are urgent and im-
mediate, recognises that the
preparation of reports for the
"“long term future” of any
industry could prove to be a
pointless exercise?

(3) If the State will initiate im-
mediate discussions with the
appropriate Federal Govern-
ment and/or Queensland
Government agencies to clear
the path for entry into pro-
duction and export of sugar,
should the awaited report
prove this feasible, bearing in
mind the highly encouraging
report on sugar-growing on
the Ord prepared by CSR in
the mid-1960's?

(4) The course of action to be
taken by the State to ame-
liorate the short-term prob-
lems in the Ord valley, in
respect of—

(a) the viability of cotton-
growing:;

(b) the growing of alter-
native crops—including
sugar;

() the integration of the
frrigated area with the
cattle industry, in view of
the depressed beef prices
generally and the absence
of incentive to produce
bremium quality beef due
to the retraction of ex-
port markets?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) The updating of the 1964
report, together with an out-
line of additional feasibility
studies required, 1s expected
to be received within a few
weeks.

(2} The Government recognizes
that the current economic
prohlems on the Ord are
urgent as well as seeing the
need for planning agricultural
Industries which will remain
viable in the long term.

(3) The State has already inl-
tiated discussions with the
Federal Government on this
matter and future discussions
will depend on the nature of
the report.

(4) These matters are currently
being investigated.

14, STATE HOUSING COMMISSION
Purchases of Houses

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS, 1o the
Minister for Justice:

(1) Is the State Housing Commission
currently purchasing houses in the
metropolitan area from private
individuals?

(2) If the answer to (1) is “Yes” what
is the purpose for which the
houses are to be used?

(3> If the answer to (1) is “No” have
any houses been purchased dur-
ing the last four months?

The Hon. N. MeNEILL replied:
(1> Yes, since the 1lst April, 1974.

(2) For the purpose of providing
rental accommodation in older
established suburbs where the
- commission has little or no such
assets for the housing of eligible
applicants.

(3) Answered by (1).

15. DEFENCE BASE
North-West

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Minister for Justice:

Will the Minister request the
Premier to seek the following
information from the Prime Min-
ister-—

(a) if Australia is maintaining
modern defence forces, are
they being stationed in the
regions = closest to foreign
powers, and if not, why not;

(b) will all foreign persons ille-
gally entering Australia for
any purpose, be ireated in the
same manner dependent on
the purpose of their illegal
visit and regardless of their
nationality; and

(¢) when is it anticipated that
an Army, Naval or Air Force
base will be set up in the
Kimberley?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(a) to (¢) Yes. I am willing to
forward the honourable mem-
ber’s request to the Premier.

MONEY LENDERS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by the Hon.
N. MecNeill (Minister for Justice), and
read a first time,
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FUEL, ENERGY AND POWER
RESOURCES ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Reference to Legal Authority: Motion
Lapsed

The PRESIDENT: Can the Leader of
the Opposition tell me whether this motion
is to be moved?

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: It will not
be proceeded with.

The PRESBIDENT: The Standing Orders
provide that a motlon of which notice has
been given can be withdrawn by leave of
the House. Do you wish to move in that
direction?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: On my un-
derstanding of Standing Order 174 that is
not necessary, The motion has not been
moved. The honourable member ohly gave
notice of his intenilon to move it.

The PRESIDENT: The motion will iapse.

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT
SCHEME ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on moation by the
Hon. N. E. Baxter (Minister for Health),
and passed.

METROPOLITAN REGION TOWN
PLANNING SCHEME ACT AMENDMENT
BILL .

Third Reading

'I‘HE HON. N, MeNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [2.50 p.m.1: I move—

_That the Bill be now read a third
time.

THE HON. S. J. DELLAR (Lower North)
[2.51 p.m.]: During the Comimittee stage
of this Bill last evening we reached the
situation, after a fairly lengthy debate, in
which Mr Claughton had certain doubts
in his mind, and so did I; although per-
haps my doubts were not as great as Mr
Claughton's. However, clarification was
requested. At the time I said I did not
think it was necessary to continue the
debate last night, and I suggested that
perhaps the Minister would give us further
clarffication at the third reading stage In
order to dispel the doubts we raised and
to ensure some safeguard was provided.
We would like the Minister to be more
definite in regard to the interpretation he
placed on our remarks.

THE HON, R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [2.52 p.m.]: We are faced
with some little difficulty here because
once the Minister speaks to the third read-
ing the debate will be closed and that will
be the end of the matter; and if his ans-
wers are not satisfactory we will have no
further oppertunity to debate the Bill. I
feel it would have been more satisfactory
had the Minister undertaken to adjourn

[COUNCIL.)

the debate last night in the Committee
stage to enable him {0 seek the informa-
tion for which we asked. However, I
suppose that adopting such procedure
comes with experience.

There are considerable doubts with re-
gard to what we understand will be the
effect of this amending Bill. I feel the
request of the Opposition for information
is being treated in a cavalier fashion, We
just have not been given sufficient in-
formation to enable us to debate this Bill
in 2 reascnable manner. I would ask the
Minister to supply us with information to
justify the procedure which is being
adepted. We have heen told in this
House—and this information did not
come from a Government source in this
Chamber—that only two substantial
amendments have been made to the
scheme in 15 years. We have no indica-
tion at all of any great necessity for this
change to be made. I think it is a re-
flectfon on Government members that
they have raised no objection to the course
which has been adopted.

I think we should consider the original
purpose of the parent Act. Members may
recall that under the zoning provisions of
the Local Government Act amendments or
zoning changes to town plans were re-
quired to be tabled in Parliament for 14
sitting days. When the new arrangement
was drawn up under the Metropolitan
Region Town Planning Scheme Act a
signifiecant change was made to that pro-
cedure inasmuch as where district schemes
are to be adopted or changes are to be
made in development orders, the require-
ment that they be laid on the Table of
the House was waived, as long as they did
not substantially differ from the proposals
of the region scheme. The only require-
ment was that they be gazetted. As mem-
bers will realise, this speeded up the pro-
cess of making changes to town planning
schemes,

However, where significant or substantial
changes are to be made those responstble
for the drafting of the Act sald, “Thls is
important, and we think 14 sitting days is
not a sufficlent perlod; so lnstead of that
we will extend the period to 21 days.” That
was the intention of the Blll

The Hon. N, E. Baxter:
clpal Act, not the Blil.

The Hon. R, F. CLAUGHTON: That is
right.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: How about
speaking up so we can all hear you,

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Mr Clive

Griffiths does not normally complain that
I do not speak loudly enough.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: We usually com-
plain that we cannot understand what you
are talking about.

The Hon. Clive Criffiths: You spoke
for an hour last night and satd nothing.

Of the prin-
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The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON:
sympathise with Mr Lewls’s problems.

The Hon. N, E. Baxter: Get back to the
principal Act, and go on from there.

The Hon, R. F. CLAUGHTON: The
existing sttuation at the time the new Act
was drawn up was that all town planning
changes were reguired to be tabled in the
Parliament for 14 days. That requlre-
ment was contained in section 248 of the
Local Goevernment Act, The framers of
the new legislation sald that where a
scheme is not in operation and changes are
sought to be made to i, the requirement
that the changes be tabled for 14 sltting
days was unnecessary; so that requirement
was removed. However, In the case of sub-
stantial changes to the scheme—and this
1s what we are talking about—the framers
of the Act thought 14 days was not a suffi-
cient period, and they extended it to 21
days. That is the situation now in the
case of substantial changes to the scheme.

I repeat that I am certainly not satisfied
that gocd reason has been given to justify
the changing of that situation. If we were
talking about minor changes and this pro-
cedure were causing delays, then perhaps
we would have more sympathy for the
Government’s proposition. But In respect
of the situation which the Government
propeses to change, the amendments are
not delayed by being required to be lald
on the Table of the House.

Perhaps the Minister can tell me if I am
wrong here, but even at this stage if an
entirely new district scheme does not con-
fiict with the provisions of the Metropoli-
tan Reglon Scheme, then after the three-
month objection period the gazettal of the
new scheme is sufficlent notification, and it
is not required to be laid on the Table of
the House.

I referred last evening to the case of the
scheme of the City of Stirling to which
some objections were ralsed. That new
district scheme will not ¢ccme to the Parlia-
ment at all if 1t contalns no substantial
changes to the proposals of the Metropoli-
tan Region Scheme,

All this simply Indicates that members
have been given insufficient lnformation
to debaite the Bill presented by the Gov-
ernment. Certainly no real justification
has been presenied by the Minister which
would cause me to support the Bill. I
would hope that when he replies the Min-
ister will clarify the points we have raized.

The Hon. H., W. Gayfer:
times has this been amended?

We

How many

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [3.00 pm.]l: Let me
first refer to the remarks made by Mr
Claughton, He indicated at the com-
mencement of his few words that it may
have been more appropriate in the cir-
cumstances had an undertaking been
;gai_vnen during the Committee stages of the

14,

(56)
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The Hon. R, F. Claughton: If you had
adjourned the Committee stage.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I wish to put
the matter into its true and correet per-
spective. As members will recall we spent
a conslderable period in the Committee
stage of the Bill last evening considering
these very points. In my view—and I be-
lieve in the view of others—the explana-
tions were adequately given and, in fact,
there was no request made to me at that
time for a deferral of the Committee
stage.

However, Mr Dellar did make a request
when dealing with the second reading
speech that perhaps I would be good
enough, after consulting with the Minis-
ter, to explain these points, hopefully, to
the satisfaction of himself and Mr
Claughton. That was the understanding I
had of the matter and I will now en-
deavour to do just this.

Without going into all the complications
of the matters ralsed by Mr Claughton—
and I think he added to the confuslon—
the point really is that when the honour-
able member refers to plans—even by way
of illustration—of the City of Stirling, I
would peint out that while I respect the
fact that he may have very good and
sound reasons for his Interest In these
schemes, it 1s not possible for me, as he
suggests, to comment on whether those
schemes or a modification of the scheme
may be brought to Parllament. This is
something I cannot do.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I did not
ask you that.

The Hon, N. McNEJLL: I did not sug-
gest the honourable member said so in
those terms, but he did raise the question
and I relate the question to what I said
last evening that section 33 of the Act
states that where there are these major
amendments they are in fact certifled;
there must be a certificate given to the
Minister in respect of the amendments
indlcating whether, in fact, they consti-
tute substantial amendments or not.

That Is the whole purpose of the section
in question, and it is that section to which
we are in fact directing our attention
when considering this Bill,

Mr Claughton also made reference—at
least this was my understanding—to the
fact that he wanted a further explanation
of the necessity for the Bill, because in
his own words no adequate explanation
had heen glven or specific reference made
to delays.

I think 1 have sald on more than one
occasion—and it is not just a question of
delays because we know there are only
these two major amendments in some 15
vears—that the phillosephy and the atti-
tude of the Ministers and the Government
is one which constitutes part of a total
strategy to try to bring land onto the
market for urban development. This 1s



1634

part of a total strategy. I am sure there
may be other opportunitles of which the
Minister will take advantage in due course.

The Hon. R. P. Claughton: He will need
to do better than bring a Bill like this
before the House.

The Hon, N, McNEILL: I cannot hear
what the honourable member js mumbling
about, but if he wants an explanation I
suggest he remaln gulet and listen. In
response to a request and in view of the
consideration the Government is prepared
to give to the request that Mr Claughton
and Mr Dellar have made I repeat that
this is part of the total strategy where
there could be three weeks saved in this
process and mayhe more for instance as a
consequence of Parliament not sitting in
the autumn session for & period in excess
of seven weeks. This is one of the essen-
tial reasons for the Bill,

The next point is whether this Bill par-
tlcularly refers to substantial amendments;
and the question of revocations was also
raised by Mr Claughton last night. Witth
your Indulgence, Mr President, and after
having had some discussion with the
Minister for Town Planning, I think it
may be appropriate, in an endeavour to
satisfactorily conclude this discussion, for
me to read the points that the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning
has set out. They state—

1. Need for Bill in view of few occa-
sions when substantial amend-
ments have bheen made.

As the Metropolitan region continues
to grow it will be necessary to continu-
ally amend the Scheme In line with
the Corridor Concept of growth to
meet demands of that growth. Until
now the Scheme as gazetted In 1963
provided for expansion, but it is now
necessary and will continue to be
necessary to release land for urban pur-
poses when the demand arlses as
currently zoned urhan land is bullt
out,

So it is part of the tatal strategy. These
essential requirements in regard to 12 sit-
ting days for which this Bill provides are
referred to as follows in the Minister’s
note—

2. Will the period of 12 sliting days
refer only to a substantial amend-
ment to the Scheme or & new
Scheme prepared to take place of
the existing Scheme which is re-
voked,

The Minister’'s comment is—

The Bill seeks only to amend the
number of sltting days in respect of
substantial amendments to the exist-
ing Scheme. In respect of a new
Scheme proposed to take place of the
existing Scheme, if revoked the full 21
sitting days will apply.

Note: The term ‘Scheme’ reldtes to
the Metropollian Reglon Scheme pre-
pared by the Metropolitan Reglon
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Planning Authority under the Metro-
politan Reglon Town Planning Scheme
Act. Town Planning Schemes prepared
by local authorities under the Town
Planning and Development Act have
a procedure for adoption and approval
under Regulations made under that
Act,

I do not think there is anything more I
can add by way of explanation. I am
completely and supremely confident that
the explanation given does cover the points
ralsed—and I refer to not only the ex-
planation glven by me but by other mem-
bers in the course of debate.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

STATE HOUSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 12th Septem-
ber,

THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [3.08 p.m.1: This Bill seeks
to amend the State Housing Act by delet-
ing part of the definition of the word
“worker”. We are told this is necessary be-
cause there are certain groups in the com-
munity which may be excluded If the defi-
nition were to remain as it is in the Act.

In his speech the Minister told us these
categories include pensioners, widows, de-
serted wives, ete. Here again my main
cemplaint is the lack of information we
have been given in connection with the Bill.

The principal Act contains several sec-
tions which provide extensive coverage to
varipus categories of people. Firstly, I
refer to section 60(h) which states—

No provision of this Act which would
exclude from the benefits of this Part
of this Act a person in receipt of an
income {(as determined by the Com-
mission) not exceeding twelve pounds
per week shall have effect.

Under this section all pensioners, widows,
and deserted wives would be encompassed.
Section 60 relates to advances for homes.

Next I refer to section 66 which deals
with arrangements between the State and
the Commonwealth, and the application
of the Act. It reads in part—

Provided that the Commission may
extend the application of the Housing
Agreements to any applicant under
this Act, whether or not he is a
worker within the meaning of this
Act, whether or not he is employed in
any kind of work, and whatever his
income or means.

With what part of the funds employed by
the State Housing Commission do those
two sections of the Act deal? We are told
there is some legal barrier to helping these
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people; yet under these two sections very
wide scope is provided for assistance to be
given. The only qualification we can take
into account is that these powers refer to
the Commonwealth,

The information which the Minister
should have given us is the extent the
funds of the State Housing Commission
have been disadvantaged, to Jjustify an
amendment of the Act.

We on this side see no reason for not
supporting the proposal in the Bill. We
think it is very likely to prove beneficial
to the people. However, there still remains
the income limits which could exclude a
number of people who could be assisted by
the State Housing Commission, and they
include some people who have the greatest
need for assistance from these funds.

With those remarks I indicate the sup-
port of the Bill by members on this side.
I express my disappointment aonce again
that there is such an appalling lack of the
relevant information. We feel the Govern-
ment is not doing its job of providing the
necessary information to members to en-
able them to arrive at a reasonable deter-
mination.

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [3.15 p.m.): I wish
to comment briefly on the matter raised
by Mr Claughton. I cannot give him the
sort of information he is seeking; I am
not even quite certain that such informa-
tion is relevant to the consideration of the
Bill. Perhaps it might be of some interest
to us, but strictly 1t is not relevant.

The Bill contains a very simple amend-
ment, bhut it is a very important one, as
I have indicated to other people. I am
happy that the Opposition has indicated
its support of the measure. As I under-
stood the remarks of Mr Claughton, a
great deal of research could be involved
in obtaining the information he seeks.
The hongurable member was wondering
about the number of people in the situa-
tlon he envisages who would be denled
assistance by virtue of the legal interpre-
tation of the word “worker” as presently
obtains in the parent Act. That was the
general import of the query of the hon-
ourable member. I am not in a position
to give the information he seeks, and I
repeat that I doubt it is really relevant.

The fact of the matter is there are some
people who may be deserving of assistance,
but a restriction has been placed on them
as a result of the definition, and ¢f nothing
else. They do not come within the defini-
tion of “worker” and therefore ihe as-
sistance provided under the Act would rot
be available to them. I do not think any
further explanation is necessary.

Questicn put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(the Hon. Lyla Elliott) in the Chair; the
Hon. N, McNeill (Minister for Justice) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2; Section 6 amended—

The Hen. R, F. CLAUGHTON: I would
ask the Leader of the House to report pro-
gress so that he will have the opportunhity
to obtain the information I have requested.
Without that information we cannot really
assess the overall implications of the
amendment in the Bill, T think it is im-
portant for us to know.

Our task as members of this Chamber is
to pass the best possible sort of legisiation
that we can; and we can only do that
when we are given access to the relevant
information. I have already pointed out
that under the two sections of the Act I
referred to during the second reading very
wide scope is provided for the State Hous-
ing Commission to help the various cate-
gories of people mentioned.

It may well be that pensioners, widows,
angd deserted wives are already assisted
through those funds: but we do not know.
First of all, what we need is an answer
as to the extent to which these people
are assisted through the funds, as pro-
vided under the two sections I have men-
tioned; and, secondly, we need to know
what other funds of the commission are
directly affected by the amendment in the
Bill--funds from which the commission is
able to offer assistance to these categories
of persons.

That, briefly, is the sort of information
I would like to have before we proceed
further with this Bill. I do not think the
Government will be disadvantaged if pro-
gress is reported until some time in the
week following the Royal Show.

The State Housing Commissjon has been
operating quite happily for a long time. I
hope the Minister will report progress and
obtain the information which I seek.

The Hon, N, McNETLL: It would appear to
me that Mr Claughton has a penchant to
seek explanations of matters on which
some simple explanations have already been
given, However, on this occasion he has
gone a step further and asked for informa-
tion on a matter to which no reference was
made during the introduction of the Bill.

The honourable member said that the
State Housing Commission, and the
Government, has been going along quite
happily. The fact that this Bill is before
the Committee now indlcates that things
have not been going along happily. In
fact, there are people who are being denied
8 form of assistance simply because they
are not considerd to be eligible under the
provisions of the legislation as they apply
at the present time,
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During the coutse of my second reading
speech, I stated—

The amendment arises as a conse-
quence of the conitention of the
Auditor-General, and supported by the
Crown Law Department, that assist-
ance can only be approved to &
“worker” as presently defined in the
Act and as such it would not be cor-
rect for the commission, acting within
the discretionary powers conferred by
subsection (2) of section 20 of the
State Housing Act, to assist such cate-
gories of persons as pensioners, widows,
deserted wives, etc.

Therefore, it would be incorrect to say that
things have been going along happily if
people in those categories—for whom the
legislation is infended to provide some
assistance—were considered not to be
gligible under the legal interpretation of
the Act.

With the deletlon of the paragraph set
out in the Bill the commission will be able
to exercise its discretion and, pqovided the
income of an applicant is within the cri-
teria, as determined from time to time, he
will be assisted.

Ta me, that seems to adequately answer
the query raised by Mr Claughton. How-
ever, the honourable member has asked
for some further information and I will
endeavour to obtain it for him. For that
reason I am prepared to ask that progress
be reported.

Progress
Progress reported and leave glven to sit
again, on motion by the Hon, N. McNeill
(Minister for Justice),

FUEL, ENERGY AND POWER
RESOURCES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West—Minister for Education) [3.26 p.n.]:
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

This Bill has been drafted to amend the
Fuel, Energy and Power Resources Act,
1972, to provide certain powers to control
fuel supplies in emergency situations. It
has been framed to provide that, in the
best interests of the whole community,
present and future sources of fucl, energy,
and power are protected in cases of emer-
gency.

If serlous oil embargoes should be applled
in the future, or if other clrecumstances
should lead to a serious curtailment of sup-
plies, it may be necessary for the Govern-
ment to introduce a form of rationing, and
to formulate emergency regulatlons. The
Bill provides for the mainienance, control,
and regulation of energy supplies and ser-
vices 50 as to secure the well-being of the
community,
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At present the Government does not have
the power to implement such regulations
and this Bill has therefore been iniroduced
to provide legislation for such action to be
taken should the need arise at any time in
the future.

Western Australia depends to a very
great extent on fuel oll and other petroleum
products., It is particularly dependent on
imported crude oil. The Fuel, Energy and
Power Resources Act, 1972, makes it a
function of the Fuel and Power Commis-
ston to ensure that supplles of suitable fuel
and power are available for use in Western
Australla in the manner best calculated to
further the publle interest in all respects.
Having regard for the provision of the
existing legislation, it Is considered appro-
priate by the Government that emergency
powers relating to maintenance of sup-
plles of fuel should be provided by thils
amendment, to the Act,

Members will be fully aware of the con-
troversy and criticlsm which have sur-
rounded this Bill, Much of it is emotional
and ill-fecunded. The Government has
recognised that the true purpose of the
Bill would be hetter understood and its in-
herent safeguards increased by certain
amendments. The Government is always
willing to listen to constructive criticism
and has done sc in this case.

My colleague in another place has quite
rightly pointed out that it is not correct
to read individual clauses in the Bili in
fselation. The entire Act should be read
and 1interpreted as a whole. Individual
powers provided for in the Act could not
be lifted out of context and used for pur-
poses other than those for which the legis-
lation is intended; namely, to deal with 2
fuel emergency.

Serlous fuel supply interruptions have
occurred already in Australla, notably in
New South Wales, and South Australia.
In some cases fuel stoppages have been of
short duraticn and, while they caused
significant eccnomic loss and sceial hard-

ship, they can be regarded as short-term
annoyances.

When emergencies of this kind proceed
for any length of time, the community will
expect the Government of the day to act.
It is the responsibility of the Government
to take charge of any emergency in an
effort to ensure that the public interest is
safeguarded to the greatest extent possible.
This responsibility of Government will
exist whatever the underlying cause of the
fuel supply interruption.

The possibillty of long-term fuel short-
ages caused by factors operating overseas
is very real. There are many reasons why
our imported petroleum supplies could be
reduced or cut off by influences over which
Australia has no control. In sueh circum-
stances this State, and probably Australia,
would have little choice but to introduce
fuel rationing of the type which, until
recently, was being contemplated in the



[Thursday, 19 September 1974]

United States. At present this State has
no power to enforce or administer sueh a
rationing scheme,

I emphasise again that we should con-
centrate our attention on the main purpose
of the Bill, which is to protect the com-
munity to whatever extent we can against
hardships and difficulties which would re-
sult from a fuel supply shortage.

The Bill hefore the House has heen ex-
tensively amended in another place. Many
of the Government’s wmore determined
critics continue to advocate further amend-
ments. Section 41, which provides that
this Act would prevail over all other Acts,
continues to attract unreascnable criti-
eisms.

The Hon. R, Thompson: There is going
to be a lot more, too!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The pro-
vision could only operate in a fuel emerg-
ency and be directed specifically toward
fuel related matters or issues. I draw
. members’ attention to section 47, which
sets out in considerable detail the specific
matters which emergency regulations would
seek to control. I suggest that section 47
effectively counters any fear that section
41 would be misused.

Another provision which brought forward
considerable emotional response, and which
the Government has agreed to delete, con-
cerned the right to enter premises and to
conduct searches without a warrant. I
find this a litfle surprising because many
other existing Acts contain similar pro-
vision, and by my reckoning some eight
Bills containing a similar power were
passed by the Tonkin Government,

The same amendment incorporated in
the Bill specifies the persons to whom pow-
ers under the regulations can be delegated.

Another set of amendments incorpor-
ated in the Bill now before members com-
pletely does away with the criticism that an
Executive Government could overstep its
responsibilities in  judging whether an
emergency which warrants the Governor
makijng an order declaring a state of emer-
gency exists.

The Bill has provisions that Parliament
has to affirm—by ratification in both
Houses—the order declaring a state ot
emergency. Only those critics who do not
believe in our system of democratic gov-
ernment, where the elected Parliament has
cupremacy in decision-making, could c¢laim
that this provision is not the most demo-
cratic and satisfactory safeguard against
any future overambitious executive branch
of government.

If Parliament is noi in sesslon at the
time an order is made declaring the state
of emergency, it has to be called together
within & maximum of 14 days. To allow
ample debate by the Opposition, the affirm-
ation has to be decided within 30 days.
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Similarly, by way of an amendment in
another place, the Bill contains provisions
for compensation for damages against pro-
perty. A tribunal is set up to deal with
such compensation eclaims. This process
is aimed to accelerate the handling of
rlaims, yet at the same time secures im-
partiality and legal competence by pro-
viding that the tribunal has to be headed
by a judge.

When considering the measure before us
1 urge members to contemplate the situa-
tion which would face a Government in
an actual fuel emergency. It would be a
difficult time and would require urgent and
purposetful action to minimise the =ffects
felt by the community.

This Bill makes provision for the Gov-
ernor to declare a state of emergency in
any part of Western Australia, providad he
15 satisfied that by reason of embargoes,
disrubtion of supplies, or for any other
cause, the supply of fuel to the cammunity
15 restricted. The Bill provides that the
Governor may make emergency regulations
to provide or secure supplles and services
needed by the community, or by any sub-
stantial part of the community. He may
alsn make regulations to prevent supplies
ar services being disposed of in a manner
orejudicial to the attainment of the ob-
sects of this amending Bill,

Many detailed regulations, direction, and
orders will be necessary to deal with any
developing emergency, and it would be
impractical to include all of these speci-
fically in the legislation. The Bill simply
provides power to make the regulations
that would be necessary. To be effective in
any crisis, it is necessary to act swiftly.

We have seen plenty of evidence that
a fuel emergency could cccur in Western
Australia. It seems to be common #round
on both sides of the House that some form
of emergency legislation is needed. The
Government feels that it needs the powers
contained in the Bill before us to adequate-
ly discharge its responsibility during an
emergency. I commend the Bill to the
House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
R. Thompson (Leader of the Opposition).

RURAL AREAS
Atiitude of Federal Government: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 18th Septem-

ber, on the following motion by the Hon.
A. A Lewis—

That this House deplores the attitude
of the Federal Government to rural
areas and in particular tts obvious lack
of appreciation of the problems con-
fronting the primary producers of
Western Ausiralla.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
[3.37 p.m.1: I rise to support the motion
before the House.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I thought you
would.
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The Hon. V, J. FERRY: I refer members
again to the words of the motion before
us. Al the previous sliting, speakers to
this motion expressed some very strong
arguments on behalf of those living in
the rural areas of Western Australia. Mem-
bers expressed their views very sincerely
and showed good cause for theilr concern.

The difficulties in the rural areas have
been brought about, in my opinion, by a
grand design engaged in by the present
Federal Government. This grand design
is to cripple industries and individuals in
the rural communities and to centrallse our
residents into the cities, One could perhaps
use the expression that the object of the
Federal Government is to herd the people
into the cities. This is not drawing a long
bow, as may be suggested by Opposition
members, because as one moves around the
country districts—as do country and other
members—one is acutely aware of the very
real concern expressed by the people of
these areas for their survival. It is now a
case of striving for economie survival in
these areas.

People in country areas are striving for
the survival of the things for which they
have worked, in many cases throughout
their lifetime, which they hold so dear as
part of their very existence. They are
working for the survival of the family
unit; the basic concern of the people of
this State, and indeed, of the nation.
Therefore, it is not without wonder that
the people of the rural areas are concerned
and that we, as their representatives, are
also concerned sbout the treatment ac-
corded to this community by the present
Federal Government., One could go on to
list many areas of difficulty, but I do not
propose to traverse the ground which has
already been dealt with so adequately by
the previous speakers.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: The President
might pick you up on Standing Order 89.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am not par-
ticularly concerned as to what the Presi-
dent may do. He is perfectly competent
to rule this Chamber as he sees fit and I
will abide by his ruling at all times.

The Hon. N. McNeijll: Mr President does
not need the assistance of Mr Claughton.

The Hon, V. J, FERRY: I am concerned
that the Pederal Government is costing
out of existence the way of life In country
areas. One could refer to many examples,
such as the inereased alr mnavigation
charges, which surely must add not only
to passenger fares but also to all manner
of freight. 1 suegest that in this State,
more than in any other, above all we need
the power of communication, and this of
course involves transport. Now, of course,
we see that charges for telephone services
are to Increase quite markedly and that
the present letter rate of 7ec is to lncrease
to 10¢c. Other post office charges are also
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to increase. One could go on relating these
increased charges to the effect they will
have on people living In country areas.

It 1s rather frustrating to contemplate
the efiect on the community of the poli-
cles of the Federal Government. Although
I have concern for all sections of the rural
community, I cannot help but refer to the
situation in whieh the farming communiiy
finds itself today. I believe this lack of
interest in the welfare of the rural com-
munity was graphically demonstrated In
yvesterday’s issue of The West Australian,
which devoted only a small space to the
Budget's effect on the farming community.
I do not blame the Press for this hecause
it is important that we know what is con-
tained in the Budget and, naturally, a
great deal of space is devoted in the Press
to reporting the provisions of the Budget.

However, when examining the various
aspects of the Budget In yesterday's issue
of The West Australian, it was not until
I came to page 11 that I found an item con-
cerning the rural community, The article
was headed, “Not much for the farmers”. °
If I may volce an opinton, that was a fairly
appropriate subtitle, I reached for the
ruler in my desk drawer just to establish
how much space The West Australian had
been able to give to this item.

It would seem that the space devofed
by the Press to this article was a fair
indication of the concern the Australian
Government has for the rural community,
particularly the farmers. The article was
contained in a column 1} inches or 4ecm
wide by approximately 6 inches or lécm
long.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What does that
prove?

The Hon. R. Thompson: Have you read
the entire Budget speech?

The Hon, V. J, FERRY: I will be very
happy to hear the Leader of the Opposi-~
tion defend the actions of the Federal
Government on this issue: he canh tell us
what that Government has done for the
rural areas.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I asked you a
question. Have you read the entire speech?
You can gef it at 200 St. George’s Terrace.
You are relying on a newspaper report at
the moment.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am not rely-
ing on a newspaper report; I am using
this article as an example of the degree
of concern felt by the Australian Govern-
ment.

The Hon, R. Thompson: Have you read
the entire Budget speech?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The Leader of
the Opposition and his colleagues can
comment on this issue later. I hope mem-
bers opposite will stand and tell us about
this grand Budget brought down by the
Whitlam Government. I am sure the
country people will not be pleased with
what they say.
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The Hon. D. K. Dans;
people are never pleased,

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: The country
people are not pleased with what you say,
either.

The Hon., V. J. FERRY: It is all very
well for members of the Opposition to pro-
test by way of interjection: I do not mind
that, but I would like them to stand in
this Chamber and contribute to the de-
bate. We would all be most interested to
hear their remarks. I have used this news-
paper report as an example to show the
scant respeet and concern the Whitlam
Government has for the farmers,

I read this article with interest to see
what was to be the Budget's effect on the
rural community and I came to the last
paragraph, which states—

W.A, would get $587 000 of the §7.3
million allocated for softwood plant-
ing.

What an extraordinary statement. West-
ern Australia would receive this money
irrespective of the Government in power
in Canberra because this money is made
available to the State under the Common-
wealth Softwoods Agreement Act. It Is &
five-year agreement. So, we must sub-
tract that amount from what the farmers
will receive; and, of course, we must bear
in mind that forestry, or tree iarming,
is a primary industry. This indicates the
scant appreciation the Whitlam Govern-
ment has for the rural community, It
is a lot of window dressing to say that
Western Australia will receive more than
$500 000 when this State will receive that
money irrespective of the Government in
DOWEr.

Sitting suspended from 345 to 4.02 p.m.

The Hon. V, J. FERRY: Prior to the
afternaoon tea suspension I was making
a few comments concerning the motion
before the House which deals with the
attitude of the present Federal Govern-
ment towards people in rural areas. It
oceurred to me just a moment ago that I
believed the people who assembled in
the precincts of the House thils after-
noon to express their thoughts on parlia-
mentary work and legislation could well
have used their efforts to greater effect,
in my view, by assembling to express con-
cern, as I am doing today, for the people
of this State, particularly those in rural
areas, as a result of the implementation
of Federal Government policies.

It seems to me that the attitude of the
present Federal Government represents a
greater threat to the community than
could ever come from legislatlon emanat-
ing from this Parliament., Therefore it
would have been more appropriate for the
people to have given some consideration
to this aspect.

A few years ago the Australian Labor
Party had a much-publicised platform of
guaranteed incomes for farmers. I won-

The country
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der what happened to that platform. Has
anyone ever heard of 1t lately? I haye
not. The platform was—a guaranteed
income for people on rural properties; a
minimum rate. We do not seem to have
heard much about that platform recently
because it is not practical, but it was cen-
sidered to be a jolly good platform at the
time.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: If it comes In,
will you support it?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: It is not prac-
tical and therefore I could not support a
policy such as that.

The Hon. §. J. Dellar: Is this publica-
tion I have Ih my hand practical?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: It 1s practical
for the honourable member to be sitting
there with 1t. With regard to decentralisa-
tion it would seem that all political parties
speak firmly and with great dedication
about decentralisation and the disper-
sion of the population throughout the
length and breadth of the country, includ-
ing this State. What is decentralisation?
There are many definitions of it, but I
will not go into all of them.

If decentralisation means developing
the whole of this State; using its natural
resources, wherever they may be found,
from one end of the State to the other to
the benefit of the people and of the
nation; providing a livelihood for the
people; providing homes and encouraging
family units to develop within the home a
good way of life, T have no quarrel
with it. Who can do that better
than the people employed in primary in-
dustries, whether it be farming, forestry,
mining, or all the other industries found
in the country?

However, what is the future of this sort
of production? It is my firm conviction
that as a result of the pelicies of the
present Federal Government, led by Prime
Minister Whitlam, we have a shrinkage of
decentralisation, a decreasing number of
opportunities for people in rural areas,
and this inecludes everyone—the baker, the.
school teacher, the stock and station
agent, the newsagent, the local store-
keeper, or anyone who happens to have a
business or occupation in a rural area.
Therefore if the present policies of the
Federal Government are followed they
will have a vital effect on all these people.
I econclude by saying that I must add my
very great concern about the catastrophic
policies now belng followed by the cen-
tralist Labor Whitlam Government.

THE HON. M. McALEER (Upper West)
[4.07 p.m.1: Like Mr Ferry, other mem-
bers, and most country pecple, I was dis-
heartened but not surprised at the fact
that at a time when the rural sector is ex-
periencing severe and Increasing diffieul-
ties there was very litile in the Budget
to suggest the Government was aware of
the problem, let alone prepared to deal
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with it. In that Budget were measures
which could only add further to the dis-
abilities from which country people are
suffering.

I was a little surprised and depressed to
notice that, on the two TV panel discus-
slons I heard on the night the Budget was
brought down and discussed, the effects of
the Budget on these matiers attracted no
attention from the speakers except for
one hasty question from cne of the chair-
men who recelved an even hastler answer
as the programme faded out. To para-
phrase the question, as I remember it, It
was: What about farmers and the Bud-
pet? And the answer was; “The farmers
have got ncthing; they could have hoped
to have their concesslons restored to them,
But they have persuaded the Federal Gov-
ernment to underwrite the floor price for
wool In the wool sales”.

I do not deny the Federal Government's
contribution in this respect. It may be too
little too late; it may be imposing a bur-
den in the form of a 5 per cent loading
on the woolgrowers’ gross proceeds which
they are not able to sustain at the mom-
ent. Nevertheless, it is a step in the right
direction and one which. in the circum-
stances, could not have been taken with-
out the approval of the Federal Govern-
ment, and at Jeast the Government has
stepped In and has offered to supply
money in lleu of that which should have
been provided by the consortium of hanks,
This is only one step towards assist-
ing the
I do not think it is sufficlent, and it Is
certainly not offering anything to other
sectlons of the rural industry which are
almost equally in distress.

It seems to me that these circumstances
have not arisen by themselves; thai the
present Federal Goverhment must bear
the responsibility, by both its disregard
for the rural sector and by many of its
positive policles, for the difficulties that
are now belng experienced in country
areas.

When, In fact, the Federal Govern-
ment came to office it had very iitile in
the way of rural policy, and the first
general statement on rural policy was
made, If T remember rightly, by the Com-
monwealth Minister for Primary Indus-
try at that time (Senator Wriedt), not in
Australla, but at the OECD conference
held in Parls, in April, 1973. Senator
Wriedt said he had very little to say
because his Government hed not had time
to work out the detalls of policy, but he
did expiain that his Government intended
to withdraw its support for the stimula-
tlon of production, and he suggested that
the Federal Government would concentrate
on encouraging efficiency and the proper
use of resources.

He went on to suggest that the proper
way to deal with an oversupply of primary
products was to reduce not only the num-
ber of producers, but also the amount of

primary producing industry.
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production—whieh could be taken as coun-
sel for despair for a country that Is so
Jargely dependent on exporis.

Perhaps the real reason why Senator
Wriedt was not able to supply much in the
way of information was that, In the pre-
vious month, the Prime Minister had es-
tablished a task force headed hy Dr
Coombs to review the continuing items of
expenditure which were the result of the
previous Government’s policy, with a view
to substituting the present Federal Gov-
ernment's own higher priorities. Unfor-
tunately the country pecple and country
centres were not Included in those higher
priorities.

Dr Coombs reviewed the expenditure in
the rural sector and came to the conclusion
that, because market conditions were buoy-
ant and farmers’ Incomes had taken a
steep rise there was no justification for
high expenditure In rural sectors. He did
not take into constderation the fact that,
by chance, there had been a very favour-
able combination of eircumstances which
led to the expanston of the wheat market
and the sudden rise in wool prices—the
latier being suspect, anyway. Nor did he
demonstrate the fact that the beef indus-
try had beccme vulnerable because of the
great Increase in exports and also that the
world markets were resisting beef imports.

Dr Coambs did not point out that even
if prices remained huoyant rural indus-
tries still relied on seasonal conditions.
Furthermore, in considering the high in-
comes of rural producers, he heglected to
add that the rural debt was at least $1 000
mililon greater than it had heen pre-
viously. He did mention, with disapproval,
that the funds the rural producers had
newly acquired were not being wholly used
to pay off the debt, because the producers
had begun to invest once again In mach-
inery and equipment, As there was already
a shortage of farm supplies generslly, he
felt that this would placc a greater strain
than was necessary and it would be well
to dampen it down. He did not say how
he expected the rural industry to operate
efliciently with ramshackle machinery and
a lack of equipment,

Dy Coombs went further, and 1 quote
now from his report, as follows—

ESTIMATED CURRENT COST OF
CERTAIN FORMS OF RURAL
ASSISTANCE
1. Petroleum Products Prices Sub-

sldy Scheme: $27 miillon,

Loss on Country Postal Services:

$10.9 million in 1971-72.

3. Loss on Country Telecommunica-
tion Services: baslc telephone
facility $53.2 million and local
calls $35.7 million in 1971-72,

4. Aviation: amount required to in-

crease percentage cost recovery

on rural routes to that on trunk
routes; $10 million.

ta
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5. Developmental and Essentlal
Rural Air Services Subsidies:
approximately $2.8 million In
1972-73.

6. Zone allowances: $18.5 million in
1972-73.

In addition to the current cost of
these forms of assistance substantial
capital expenditure has been Incurred
for the provision of facllitles and
services more heavily subsidised than
corresponding services for urban
dwellers. This includes heavy expend-
iture on rural telephone installations,
the up-grading of rural airports,
water resources development and
widespread rural road systems.

He concluded that all these capltal costs
could not be justified. The reason he gave
was that in present-day thinking the only
form of decenfralisation that was accept-
able was the establishment of Ilarge
growth centres which could be self-sus-
tained. The desire of Dr Coombs was to
cut down all the costs he had reviewed by
phasing them out as soon as possible.

Apparently the Federal Government
accepted Dr Coombs' recommendations
with very little thoughf becsuse they all
appeared in the 1973 Budget. While It
might be possible to understand, if not ex-
cuse, a new Government in the early days
of office, anxious to implement its policies
of urban development, accepting advice
which tallled with its own deslres, in the
belief that all was well in the rural
sector, it is impossible to believe that in
the months following that first Federal
Budget, when world economic conditions
had deteriorated, commeodity prices began
to fall, and inflatlon hecame rampant in
Australla with the Government’s own pol-
icies of revaluation, high wages, and
shorter hours all militating against the
farmers, the Federal Government could
still have remained unmindful of what it
was dolng to rural industries.

It is for this reason that I belleve the
Federal Government has a great responsi-
bility for the conditlons that are prevalent
in country areas, and therefore I firmly
support this motion.

THE HON. T. KNIGHT (South) (4.16
pam.]l: In my maiden speech I commented
on items similar to those contained in the
motion. I come from a farming family;
in fact, I have a farm of my own, so I
fully appreciate the predicament in which
farmers and country people have been
placed under the present Federal Govern-
ment’s policies.

Albany suffered on the last occasion a
rural recession occurred, but that was
the result of a drought. This particular
recession will be man-made,

Farmers' produciivity has been the back-
bone of the Ausfralian economy for years,
but I beliecve that the Federal Govern-
ment’s policy is now breaking that back-

164%

bone. Inecentives are required to help
those in rural areas. Without backing,
rural industries and country towns must
suffer as has been quite obvious with the
abolition of the superphosphate bounty
and higher education costs. The policies
of the Federal Government have been a
disastrous blow to country people.

Albany is a major provincial town and
during the last rural recession people left
Albany by the score, including tradesmen
and those workihg in shops. Without the
backing of the hinterland and the pro-
ductivity of the farms, people had to leave
tne region to seek work in the metro-
prolitan area. Of course in these circum-
stances, when the economy improves the
couniry areas will jack tradesmen because
they will have all moved out; and as a
consequence prices are increased and this
again strikes back at the country peopie.

The policy of the Federal Government
should be to keep tradesmen and other
people in country areas to fulfil the needs
wnen the economy is good. As it is, the
people of Albany have suffered right the
way down the line,

The present Federal Government does
not appear to recognise the words ‘“West-
ern Australia’, in fact, we seldom hear
them in any policies or speeches of the
Federal Government. Its policies seri-
ously affect country people right through-
out Australia,

We often hear abcut the raw deals suf-
fered by the unions. Does anyone stop to
think of the raw deals the farmers and
other country people suffer because of the
actions of the present Federal Govern-
ment? Farmers and country people suffer
all the way down the line. Strikes afiect
the farmer, yet he cannot retaliate. He
has to pay higher fuel costs, superphos-
phate costs, machinery prices, and edu-
cafion cosis, but his income has decreased
and with that decrease fhe economy of the
rural areas must depreciate. Because of
the lack of productivity in the country
areas all the wvalues of properties, etc.,
must drop. 'The Federal Government’s
policy has decreased the farmers’ incomes
because productivity has been affected.

Some time ago the Federal Government
established a new commission to pay up
to $500 000 to help those compahies which
suffered as a result of the Government's
policy. I wonder whether a similar type
of commission will be established to help
farmers, However, if such a commission
were established I doubt that it would do
very much good because the farmers would
not be able to pay back the money they
borrowed, and so they would gradually
become indebted to the Government which
must eventually take them over. I belleve
this will ultimately result in voluntary
sogialism.

Through a motion such as the one we

are discussing Mr Whitlam should be
made aware of the fact that the country
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people of Western Australia are suflering
as are the country people throughout Aus-
tralia. Because of the remarks I have just
made, I fully support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
J. Heitman.

DAYLIGHT SAVING BILL
Assembly’'s Message

Message from the Assembly received
and read notifying that it had agreed to
the amendments made by the Council.

EXPLOSIVES AND DANGEROUS
GOODS ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 17th Septem-
bher,

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West—Minister for Education) [4.22 p.m.):
I understand that Mr Leeson raised some
queries when he spoke on the Bill. He
asked about the effect the Bill would have
on prospectors, companies, and those In
agricultural and pastoral pursuits. At the
present time a prospector, who is the
holder of a mining tenement, is not requir-
ed to procure a permit to purchase explos-
ives. Under the Bill the prospector will be
required to obtain such a permit, but there
will be no charge for it. The permit will
be obtainable from a mines Inspector or a
police officer. It Is not anticipated that
any difficulty will he experlenced in
obtaining such a permit, but the provision
will indeed give better control.

The Bill In no way alters the position in
respect of companies or the operation of
the legislation, specifically related to the
agricuitural or pastoral areas.

1 thank the honourable member for his
comments on the Bill which I commend to
the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

NICKEL REFINERY (WESTERN
MINING CORPORATION LIMITED)
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 17th Septem-
ber.

THE HON. D. W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [4.26 p.m.]: The Labor
Party has no opposition to the Blll. We
understand that this is the third agree-
ment which has been entered into between
the corporation and the Western Austra-
llan Government, the first being in 1963
which was deslgned to establish a nickel
refinery at Kwinana. The second was
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known as a supplementary agreement de-
signed to establish the smelter at Kal-
goorlie.

We understand that the Bill seeks ta
amend hoth those agreements Instead of
consclidating the two original agreements.
The Bill covers such items as water and
sewerage services at Kambalda East and
West, and ensures the corporation will
undertake the responsibility of providing
those services for the community. It Is
pleasing to note that there are safeguards
for the Government in so far as it can take
gveir those services at a later time if it so

esires.

The rights of the corporation in respect
of the mineral tenements also have been
protected, to a very large degree. The
legal rights of the corporation have been
placed bheyond doubt and other minor
matters are dealt with in the agreement
including the freeholding of the towmslte
lots. It is also pleasing to note that the
gonservation of the area has been catered
or.

I feel sure that everything will be in
order, particularly in view of the very dis-
tinguished slgnature on the agreement;
namely, that of Mr J. T. Tenkin. The
date on whiech the agreement was slgned is
also significant; 1t was the day before the
last State election, the 29th March, 1974.

I feel sure that In view of the signatory
to the agreement and the attention which
the Labor Government has given to i,
everything will be well and truly in
order; and the Labor Party therefore sup-
ports the measure,

THE HON. J. C. TOZER (North) [4.28
pm.]: As the Minister mentioned when
he introduced the Bill, it is not an easy
task to relate it to preceding Acts., In-
deed, those Acts and the Bill are very
hard to follow and I hope that when the
Crown Law Department has time it will
give a draftsman the task of consolidating
the three Statutes into one. Such action
would be very beneficial to everyone who
has to deal with the subject, Including the
corporation and Government departments.

It does not surprise me that the cor-
poration desires to sort out some of
the anomalies. It seems to me that they
have arisen more because of unsatisfac-
tory drafting:r than for any other reason.

The corporation has invested large
amounts of capital and is unable to plan
too far ehead unless it has the security of
tenure which the amendments in the Bill
before us will provide,

One is immediately suspicious when one
reads of concessions being provided in
respect of the mining tenements, but I
have spoken to the Shire Clerk of the Cool-
gardie Shire Council about this matter
and, rather than being apprehensive
about any possibie loss of rating revenue
which might otherwise be due to the coun-
¢il under the Local Government Act, the
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shire is happy with fhe arrangement that
has been entered Into, It involves a cer-
tain amount of quid Pro quo where the
council, by giving certain concessions
in regard to rating on the mining tene-
ments, has gained considerably in other
directions, and the Coolgardie Shire
Council is particularly pleased with the
terms of this Bill.

Mr Cooley referred to the water supply.
The Bill states that the corporation will
become a water supply authority. I wanted
to be sure what this Implies, and I was
informed it means the company is
glven the right to meter and charge for
the water it reticulates. I think members
are aware that the water supply comes
from the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme,
The State receives 425¢ per thousand
gallons from the corporation, which pas-
ses water on to householders in Kambalda
West and East for 50¢ a thousand gallons.
The water used in the treatment plant is
paid for at the rate of $1.21 per thousand
gallons, There is a provise that the Min-
ister for Works, on giving six months’
notice, can take over the water supply as
well as the sewerage scheme,

I have strong views on this question he-
cause I have been closely assoclated with
comparable mining towns over a number
of years, and it is my objective in the long
term to see a complete “normalisation” of
the towns. In other words, I want to see
the day when the Country Water Supply
Department takes over the water supply in
Kambalda and the amount which people
in Kambalda pay for water will be the
same as that paid by the people in Pin-
jarra or anywhere else. During the Ad-
dress-in-Reply debate I featured the theme
“one State, one community”. I believe
there is no alternative but to aim for
uniformity in the cost of services to all
people who live in Western Australia and I
hope one day the Minister for Works will
find it desirable and necessary to take up
the option provided for in this mining
agreement, and take over the handling o*
the water supply and sewerage services in
the two Kambaldas.

In these towns the corporation also con-
ducts the power supply and the communi-
cations system, which is a rather unusual
state of affairs. Once again, I hope that
in the long term there can be a movement
towards what I choose to call “normalisa-
tion" of this situation. I believe major
sociclogical problems are introduced by the
“big brother” situation, where the employer
not only pays the wages but is also the
landlord and the service authority for
water, power, communications, and all
other things. I believe we must aim ior
the day when we dispose of this type of
administration altogether,

In the amending Bill there is a provision
relating to capital works which I do not
find completely acceptable. The proposed
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new subclause (8) of clause 8, in clause
3¢5) of the Agreement reads—

(8) In the event that the water
supply facilities operated by the State
pursuant to subclause (4) of this clause
are inadequate to meet the Corpora-
tion’s requirements or are inadequate
to meet increased demand in the
Townsite of Kambalda which the
parties herefo agree result substan-
tially from the operations of the Cor-
poration, from time to time, the Cor-
poration shall pay to the State the
capital cost of necessary additional
water facilities including any neces-
sary augmentation of the State’s water
supply system from its source, that
are agreed to by the parties hereto
and are provided by the State,

This is fine. The obvious implication is
that the State is not involved in providing
the capital cost of additional water supply
facilities to meet the expansion programme
of the corporation. But I do not see it
that way.

I believe the Statutes under which the
Public Works Department gperates in fact
place an obligation on the State to provide
water for the peopls of Western Auystralia
The Statutes do not say ‘“all the people
of Western Australia other than those who
live in a mining town”. In the same way
the Education Act, for examble, states that
education will be provided for the people of
Western Australin—not for all other than
those who work for mining companies,

The corporation pays the capital cost of
the construction of these towns hut I he-
lieve there must be a cut-off point at which
the ledgers should he ruled off and it
should be written into the initial agree-
ment that, say, two years after the com-
mencement of production the corporation
is not called upon to meet further capital
costs. There is no reason why the State
sheuld be exempted from meeting its re-
sponsibility in respect of this particular
section of the Western Ausiralian com-~
munity. Therefore I find the proposed
subclause a little unsatisfactory but I know
conditions are such that it cannot be
changed at this point of time.

Both the Minister and Mr Cooley re-
ferred to the freeholding of townsiie lots.
I have found many actions of the Lands
Department hard to praise, but I give it
full marks for the flexible attitude it has
displayed in the freeholding of townsite
lots for residences and commercial enter-
prises in Kambalda, whereby it has short-
circuited the time-consuming provistons
of the Land Act and other relevant
Statutes. I am glad the amending Bill
has formalised the action the Lands
Department has been prepared to take,
and I welcome that change. It means
almost any person, if he needs to, can
purchase a block of land In EKambalda
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and erect his home or business premises,
and he will have freehold title to the land
when he has met certain conditions.

Kambsalda varies from many of our
“closed” mining towns by virtue of the fact
that it has been declared under section
10 of the Land Act. This means separate
titles can be and in fact are issued for
these separate residential and commercial
sites. Our northern towns—and I am
speaking about closed mining towns such
as Tom Price, Paraburdoo, Goldsworthy,
Newman, etc-—are developed on leases to
the mining corporations. Private develop-
ments, where they exist, are built on
subleases Issued by the company to the
people involved,

I find this an unsatisfactory
arrangement and I belleve what we have
achieved in Kambalda is better than the
situation in the northern towns. I hope
I can see & movement towards “normalisa-
tlon” in all these mining towns. It is recog-
nised that by Implication not only are
private people with houses and shops able
to have separate titles but also the local
authority has a title, or the land is In
fact a Crown reserve and vested in the
local authority and thus it has the right
to use land for community buildings, rec-
reation purposes, and so on, in the way
it wishes. Again, this compares more than
satisfactorily with what we are able to
achieve at this poini of time in our north-
ern closed mining towns.

I am pleased the amending agreement
has galned the full support of the Cool-
gardie Shire Counell and that there is a
good working relationship between the
Western Mining Corporation and the coun-
cfl in this part of the shire. 1 think it
should he pointed out that mining com-
menced at Kambalda some years before
the first of the three nickel agreements
was entered into, and it was only when a
refinery was required at Kwinana and the
smelter between Kalgoorlie and Eambalda
came into belng that the agreements were
formuiated, Thus there was a looseness
about the original development at Kam-
balda. I glve the Western Mining Cor-
poration full marks for the manner in
which it lald out the towns and made pos-
sible the subsequent conventional subdi-
vision of the area, thus permitting the
release of allotments to other people.

I would like to make one comment about
the Western Mining Corporation’s activi-
ties at Kambalda. I believe the local
authority should have been consulted at an
earlier stage. Had that been done, I think
some of the anomalies which have been
carrected by this amending Bill would not
have arisen. From now on, under the
terms of the amending agreement, we
should see the local authorliy, the Depart-
ment of Indusirial Development, the Crown
Law Department, and the Western Mining
Corporation working together amieably.
The machinery now exists for the satis-
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factory resolving of problems, and we look
forward to a good future in this town In
all respects,

I mentioned the “big brother” attitude.
Some members in this House will see the
obvious impiication of the “blg brother”
syndrome occurring in mining towns.
It is an area in which industrial confron-
tation can occur very easily, Not only is
the worker dealing with his employer in
industrial relations and  on-the-job
relations, but if there 1s a power
breakdown another ares of confrontation
can arise because the employer also hap-
pens to be supplying the power. The local
authority should have full invelverment in
the towns. If there is a broken footpath
slab In front of his house, instead of go-
ing to the local authorlty or the person
responsible a worker tends to go to the
shop steward, and before we know where
we are we are in another area of confron-
tation. So clearly it is desirable to “nor-
malise” our mining communities.

I am also pleased that the environ-
mental protection clause has been incor-
porated in the Bill. It is not new but
many people are surprised to learn that
almest all of the big mining corporations
are happy to abide by the existing Statutes
in relation to environmental protection.

I support the Bill and I am pleased
to see it hefore the House today.

THE HON. R. T. LEESON (South-East)
f4.45 pm.1: I, too, wish to support the
Bill, and to endorse most of the remarks
of the previous speaker. One great bone of
contention which exists in Kambalda—and
this was mentioned by Mr Tozer—is the
prohlem of water. Although plenty of
scheme water is available, it is very ex-
pensive. The rate charged is something
like 250 per cent more than the rate
charged in towns around Kambalda. Resi-
dents of Kalgoorlie, and even that famous
old town, Widgiemooltha, pay only 20¢ per
1000 gallons; hut In Kambalda the rate is
considerably higher.

The Hon. J. Heitman: What do they
ray?

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: It is approxi-
mately 50c per 1000 gallons. Members
can well imagine that if the people in, for
instance, Bunbury were required to pay
20¢ per 1000 gallons and the people of
Busselton had to pay 50c¢ per 1 000 gallons,
there would be a terrible scream.

The Hen. J. Heitman:; The farmers have
io pay 56e.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON:. Yes, but
fortunately they can afford to. If the
people in Karrinyup had to pay 50c and
the people in Victoria Park had to pay
only 20c we can imagine what a scream
there would be.

The majority of the people residing in

Kambalda were originally residents of Kal-
goorlie and they have been accustomed to
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paying 20c¢ all their lives. Suddenly they
are faced with a considerable increase in
the charge, Of course, the need for water
is greater in the initial stages because the
people wish to establish lawns and
gardens; everybody likes to have some sort
of garden, and we cannhot blame them for
that. The bone of contention does not
exist only at the bottom level; it exists
amonegst the workers and amongst the
stafi—amongst people of all political
colours.

As was mentioned previously, the people
start to ask, “To whom do we pay our
water charges?” and they find it is the
Western Mining Corporation. 1 can
understand the situation in which the
Western Mining Corporation finds itself
but this high water rate adds to the prob-
lems of the town. I have had a fair bit
to do with industrial relations in Kam-
halda. We can discuss and pass all sorts
of Bills In this House—for instance, last
year we discussed the Industrisl Arbitration
Act Amendment Bill, some of the provi-
sions of which were very good—but when
it is all boiled down it is the type of
problem fo which I have referred which
is closer to the hearts of the people,
especially when they are paying something
like 30c more per 1000 gallons than
people only 36 miles away. They cannot
understand that. I have put in many
heurs talking to these people, and so have
others in the industrial field; we have
trifed to explain the reasons for the high
rate.

I hope the Government will consider this
mafter in the not too distant future. If
is of great importance to the people con-
cerned. If we are sihcere in our endeav-
our to maintain good industrial relations
in towns like this we should have a good
look at the situation and see whether we
cannot come up with something a litfle
more fair. I realise, of course, that Kam-
halda must go. The Western Mining Cor-
poration has done a terrific job there.

I notice members are locking at me.
When I said “Kambalda must go” I meant
it must continue, I pay tribute to the
magnificent job done by Western Mining.
Treently T spoke to many businessmen in
Kalgoorlie and I was told that had it not
Been for the establishment of the Western
Mining Corporation nickel smelter near
Kalgoorlie, the people concerned would not
know what to do. Those concerned with
the metal trades have so much work that
they are knocking it back. This has been
brought about mainly as a result of the
construction of the smelter and of the
large orders Western Mining is placing
with people in Kalgoorliee. We can be
thankful for that,

I again ask the Government to consider
the anomalies which exist in relation to
water and electricity charges in Kambalda
and similar towns. I hope that in the
not too distant future something a littie
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more Iair will be devised. This would go
a long way towards assisting industrisl
relations in such towns. 1 support the
Bill.

THE HON. G. C, MacKINNON (South-
West—Minister for Education) [4.51 p.m.]:
I would like to thank members for their
comments. I must admit that I sat up
with & sudden jerk of alarm when I heard
Mr Leeson state unequivocally that Kam-
balda had to go. I was delighted when he
explained that he did noi mean it should
go down one of the shafts!

With due respect, I feel all the com-
ments made had little to do with the actual
mining agreement; they were related to
general life in closed towns; and to matters
such as the supply of water. I am sure
these things will be brought to the atten-
tion of the appropriate authorltles and
considered in the light of the future of the
towns. I again thank members for thelr
comments.

Question put and passed.
Biil read a second time,

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [4.54 p.m.]): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 1st October,

Federal Budget: Impact on Rural
Areas

THE HON. H. W. GAYFER (Central)
[4.55 pm.]: When I heard the question
asked by the Leader of the Opposition of
the Minister for Justice in regard to the
arrangements for show week, and whether
it was contemplated that the House would
adjourn during that week, I immediately
began to question the advisability of such
an adjournment.

I wonder whether we should not remain
here in this Chamber—in view of the crisis
faecing Western Australia, and particularly
the agricultural areas, at the present time
—discussing the position of agricultural
areas, rather than taking a week off to
attend the Royal Show. I do admit that if
there is one important factor which pro-
tects the Royal Show it is the attendances;
however, another factor involved is the
ability of the farmers to have confidence in
the future in order that they may be able
to show the shop window to the people of
the State and of the nation as a whole.

I know that traditionally, under succes-
sive Governments, the Parliament has
stood adjourned during the period of the
show; but that has always been In cir-
cumstances different from those which
exist at the moment. Indeed, I am rather
fearful of the future of agricultural areas.
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I question whether possibly we may better
serve the people by debating the issues
confronting those areas, than by looking at
the exhibits at the show. Of course, 1
question this more so in the light of the
Federal Budget Introduced on Tuesday
night, which has had such a severe impact
on the farming community and, in fact,
on the future of agriculture in Waestern
Australia; and, therefore, on the future of
Western Australia as a whole.

That Budget contains many items which
will have a serious effect on our commun-
ity. Many of these were foreshadowed, but
I do not think anyone foreshadowed the
serious effect which the proposed capifal
gains tax will have. It will affect farmers,
country businessmen, and the whole of the
community in country areas. It will have a
significant, frightening effect on the wel-
fare, the economy, and the security of our
State. This so-called means of raising
revenue in order to bring down Budgets for
the welfare of the country as a whole is
only a blind for the eventual nationalisa-
tion of the farming industry; and the effect
of such nationalisation which, by the very
terms of the proposed capital gains tax
must take place, if not within two decades
then certainly shortly after, will be dis-
astrous,

The fear of this must be already worry-
ing the hearts of many of those whom we
represent—even those who have not yet
realised the full Impact of such a measure,
Consequently, at first blush my question
is: are we acting wisely in adjourning this
House for a week? Would it not be In the
best interests of the people we represent
to sit here and debate the issues which
confront them? Then I look at the other
stde of the ledger and I realise this is not
of our State’s making; it is not brought
about by the legislation introduced in this
Chamber. Nor would our volce be listened
to or heeded no matter how much we
might protest or how much we might
point out the tragedy of the whole situa-
tion.

There is a proverb which states “that
there is none so blind as they that won't
see’’; and it is very evident that the Com-
monwealth Government will neither see nor
hear what may be involved in the tragedy
which it has wrought on the people of
Australia and particularly on those in the
State of Western Australia whom we repre-
sent and of whose problems we should be
rery mindful. In my opinion the whole
security and entire future of our farming
community is at stake.

It is a sericus time into which we are
entering and it is time that we as a State
fought for those who constitute this State
and make it the great State 1t is.

The PRESIDENT: I am aware of the
seriousness of the situation but I would like
the honourable member to confine his dis-
cussion to the motion before the Chair
which is that the House do adjourn till
Tuesday, the 1lst October.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon, H. W, GAYFER.: I am discuss-
ing the advisability of whether the House
should adjourn: or not, and when I have
finished speaking it will be for the House
to make up its mind by a vote whether or
not we should adjourn.

I am endeavouring to stress the crisis in
which we find ourselves at the present
moment and whether or not it would he
advisable for us to perhaps defeat the
motion and remain within the precincts
of the building to carry on with the issues
that affect the debate; because there is
nothing surer hut that the industry and
the people in it have been brought to their
knees.

The ecries of the people which have been
voiced in the last few months have now
turned to cries of fear, and I am more than
ever convinced that those cries will aven-
tually turn to cries for mercy. I am also
convinced that the greatest possible protest
should be made from our State Govern-
ment, as well as from the other State
Governments—but mare particularly from
our State Government—to the Common-
wealth Government to indicate our abhor-
rence of what Is taking place as a result
of iis policies.

The PRESIDENT: It is a pity that the
honourable member did not speak to Order
of the Day No. 5 last evening,

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: The honour-
able member will certainly speak to that
motion, but had he done so in this vein I
feel sure, Mr President, you would have
ruled him out of order. 1 feel convinced
of this, having looked at the substance of
the motion moved by Mr Lewls.

I would contend, with respect, Sir, that
this is a completely different Issue and
under the rules of debate I feel sure that
I have a right to debate the matter which
is befgre the Chair at the moment.

The PRESIDENT: I feel sure the hon-
ourable member has a right to debate the
subject matter under discussion.

The Hon, H. W. GAYFER: I repeat that
I wonder at the advisability of our adjourn-
Ing the House for one week.

The PRESIDENT: That {s more to the
point.

THE HON, R. THOMPSON (South Met-
ropolitan—ILeader of the Opposition) 15.04
pm.]: I suppert the motion because it is
qulte usual for us to adjourn during Show
Week. For my part I have made many
appointments with farmers who will be
attending the Royal Show; and, as the
honourable member has said, it i5 thelr
week and thelr show place.

My time is virtually booked up with
farmers during the next week and, accord-
ingly, I support the motion,

Questlon put and passed.

House edjourned at 5.05 p.m.




